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We are living in Cumming, Georgia. 
We are born and brought up in a Cath-
olic family. We came to know this 
shrine through one of our friends. 
Since the 1st visit, we felt blessed and 
relieved from the burdens, often we 
visit the shrine. We always pray in the 
main church as well in Lourdes Grotto 
on every single visit. 
 
My wife's 2nd pregnancy's 1st check-
up came to know there was a possibil-
ity of a fluid leak in her uterus. It was 
not good for the baby, so Gynecologist 
asked us to go for a specialist to know 
more about the same. We came to the 
shrine and prayed well before the 
checkup. 
 
After the specialist examined, the doc-
tor said it was not a fluid leak but was 
fiber growing inside the uterus. No 
problem with the baby but this fiber 
could grow up to the size of a football. 
Fiber shouldn't be removed during the 
pregnancy since it would bleed a lot 
and not be good for my wife's health. 
So, the doctor asked to keep an eye on 
that growth. As well the doctor found 
an excess of muscles on the baby's 
backside of the neck, he couldn't do 
any treatment to the baby since it was 
around 10 weeks old pregnancy. 
 
We came to the shrine and prayed in 
front of Lourdes Grotto and the main 
church then we promised; that if this 
could be cured, we will visit the shrine 
every month. We prayed sincerely to 
disappear all the problems had with 
my wife and child.  

Next checkup, we were happy to know 
the fiber found in the uterus didn't 
grow and remained the size it was 
identified. We went to the shrine and 
said thanks to the St. Virgin Mary and 
Jesus for their blessings. 
 
Next regular checkup, the doctor 
found one side of my baby's brain has 
a fluid, larger than the other side. It's 
growing from the last checkup. Since 
its growing, it will not be a good sign 
for a healthy baby, and we can’t do 
any treatment before the baby is born. 
Following a week's checkup, they in-
formed us, that fluid is still growing, as 
well the baby's backside of the muscle 
also keeps on growing. we came to the 
shrine, prayed well, and started to im-
plement the promise of visiting every 
month from that day (Since we didn’t 
have any other option to try, we decid-
ed to full fill our promise of visiting 
the shrine every month). 
 
With the grace of GOD & St. Virgin 
Mary; Three weeks before the deliv-
ery, the doctor found the backside of 
the neck muscle stopped growing and 
the other side of the neck muscles 
started growing, hopefully, it will 
match the backside of the neck mus-
cles as a normal baby’s neck. During 
the ultrasound, they couldn't measure 
the fluid width/height in the brain. 
Fluid is there, not fully disappeared 
but couldn't measure. Since the baby 
was very active, they couldn’t measure 
the size of the fluid so asked us to 
check with the pediatrician once the 
baby was born. 

God’s greatest masterpiece is 
the family and his light shines 
very bright with in the family 
of one of our newest brothers, 
Franc Stephen. One of the de-
fining characteristics of the 
Knights of Columbus is our de-
votion to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, the Mother of Jesus. That 
devotion leads us to pray the 
rosary, turning to Mary as our 
own mother. I want to first rec-
ognize Brother Franc’s dedica-
tion to the Knights of Columbus 
as he has stepped up to be our 
Director of Life, so please thank 
him and congratulate him 
when you have a chance. Sec-
ond, he has agreed to share the 
story of his family miracle and 
why he and his family travel 
monthly to the Shrine of the 
Most Blessed Sacrament in 
Hanceville, Alabama. Here is 
their story. 

Continued on Page 2 
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On May 13, 2017, Matteo Stephen was born as a 
healthy baby and so far no health problems at all. 
Two pediatricians came and check the baby couple of 
times, and they couldn't find any sign on our baby. 
They comment it might be a glitch on ultrasound 
since they couldn't find any fault or any sign to say 
Matteo had issues. They checked the heart, lungs, 
breathing style, etc., and said he is good on every-
thing. 

 
Within a month we went to the shrine with our baby 
and said thanks to Jesus and St. Virgin Mary. 
 
By the grace of God, Matteo is now 5yrs old boy with-
out any health issues. 
 
Thanks to Jesus & St. Virgin Mary! 
 
Franc & Mary Stephen 

Continued from Page 1 

Grand Knight Corner 

Franc Stephen 

Richard Langton 
Field Agent 
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August 2022 Calendar 

 

  

Men’s Evening 
Retreat, 6pm 

Exemplification 

Ceremony - 

Chapel and  

Fireside 

Monthly  
Council 
Meeting, 6:30p 

Respect Life 
Ministry, 3rd 

Wed 7pm Social 
Hall 

Coffee and  
Donuts After 
Masses with 
Columbiettes 

Officer Planning 
Meeting, 6:00p 

Recruiting  
Tailgate 

Installation of 
Officers, 9am 
Mass 
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Adult Faith Formation Opportunities This Summer 

 

Apologetics Through mini retreats 
 
Men and Women- Always be prepared to give a reason for the hope that you have: Join others with a de-
sire to build their knowledge of our Catholic Faith with mini retreats by Fr. John Bartunek. The discus-
sion is outstanding.  
Starting June 4- Saturdays 9:15-10:30 am  this summer -June- August  Fireside Room 
 

 
Prayer and Bible Study 
 
The Better Part by Father John Bartunek  For everyone- Starting on Pentecost June 5- Between Masses 
Sundays 10:05 AM – 10:55. Shroud Conference room June- August 
 
Contact Don Conklin for more info. 214-563-0634   DConklin@stbrendansatl.com 

AUGUST 2022 VOLUME17 ISSUE 8 

“Noteworthy News and Notes” 

Appointed Directors for 2022—2023 Columbian Year 
 
 
 

Membership Director JP Kidwell  

Program Director Jeff Popowitz 

Family Director  Tony Tracchio  

Faith Director  Roy McCord  

Community Director Tim Huff 

Communication Director  Jeff Kroeger 

Life Director Franc Stephen 

2022 Baby Bottle Campaign:  

Outstanding results despite prevalent challenging economic circumstances; Total donations: $18,726.24 New 
Record in the 13th Year of the Baby Bottle Campaign which is $2,548.24 more than last year! Big thanks to all 

who one way or the other contributed. Unfortunately, ONLY 378 bottles were returned from 1,250 bottles dis-
tributed. QR code collections is much easier to handle and brought this year $806.88 (13 donations), big lesson 

for next year. 

mailto:DConklin@stbrendansatl.com
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Hispanic Round Table Recognized as  

Key Component of Council 

Alberto Adrianza coordinator; Juan Ibarra, Brandon Blease and Lus Galarza are co-coordinators of the 
Hispanic Round Table, an executive branch of our Council for Hispanic brothers. The Round Table 
 

 Works as a team for Knights’ Projects 
 Works with every Hispanic Ministry of the parish 
 Works on Projects that are based on the Hispanic necessities of the Parish 

 
Moving Forward: 
 

 21 active Hispanic members in our Council 
 Alberto scheduled a meeting with Veronica Ruiz Parish / Hispanic Coordinator and other 

Hispanic brother knights, to find out which are the biggest challenges, evaluate and plan our 
projects 

 A monthly meeting will be scheduled for the roundtable after Alberto coordinates with His-
panic brother knights  

 Hispanic community offers a great membership opportunity as well as room for implementa-
tion of faith formation programs 

Welcome our newest members of our Council, Mathew Robinson, John Forello and Tony Mar-
gante. Also, Aaron Hale  was “read in” at the meeting. Welcome to all! 

Newest Members of our Council 

Installation of Officers 2022 - 2023 

Installation of New Officers Ceremony - Sunday, August 7th at the 9:00 Mass 
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Br Christopher Daniels, LC  
A Note of Thanks 

Our Council has been assisting (with an annual 
donation) to the education and development of 
Br. Daniels in Rome. Below is a recent 'thank 
you' note we received from him with a few pic-
tures. 

 “Hello from Rome! Yes it is, thank you! Here is a 
little update and pictures as well to send to the 
Knights on our Council, just to see who they are 
supporting, from pictures in theology classes, to 
the Italian kids I taught catechism to for first 
communion, to some pictures from tours I have 
given, even to the pig roast we Americans put on 
over here.  

God bless you all!” 

Yours in Christ, Br Christopher Daniels, LC 
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Men’s Rally 

An estimated 125 Brothers 
heard Matt Kunz, YG Ny-
ghtstorm, Joey Martineck and 
Father Matthew give witness 
to how they overcame person-
al clashes with cultures in 
their lives and encouraged us 
all us Brothers to bond to-
gether utilizing the various 
Ministries offered at St. 
Brendan's to lean on each oth-
er and work together to make 
our home, our Parish, our For-
syth County and our Country a 
better place by together as a 
Parish Community work to 
fight the wrongs of our World 
especially with abortion and 
attacks on our faith. 
  
It was a fantastic evening and 
there was lots of interest in 
joining our Council! 
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Remember and Pray for ….. 
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Almighty and Everlasting God, the 

eternal salvation of those who 

believe in You, hear us on behalf of 

Your servants who are sick, for 

whom we humbly beg the help of 

your mercy, so that, being restored 

to health, they may render thanks 

to you in your Church. Through 

Christ our Lord. Amen  

* Names in Magenta repre-
sent new or updated prayer 
requests since last News-
letter 

For available details of prayer requests, click here  

Stan Rapciewicz  (May) 
Nilton Santos (Jan) 
Art Senecal 
Rick Sullivan (Apr) 
Alan Toomey (Mar) 
Madilynn Grace Tracchio   
Jean Underwood (Mar) 
Mike Underwood (Jan) 
John Wallin (Mar) 
Cherri Weeks 
Jane Wills (May) 

Amanda Kernan  (May) 
JP Kidwell (Jan) 
Tina Kroeger (Jul) 
Frank Loda (Jan) 
Robert Luciano (Nov) 
SK Jim Majeskey (Jul) 
Kitty Kidwell Marcotte (May) 
Ron Michalis (Jun) 
Dennis Mucha (Dec) 
Chester Nadolski (Jun) 
Mary Nadolski (Aug) 
Helen Neidbela (Mar) 
John Nelson (Jan) 
Mary Oaks (Nov) 
SK Chuck Perott (Mar) 
Barret Prekitt (Feb) 

Rebecca Attanasio 
Mapievonne Babel (Jan) 
John Boehm (Jan) 
James Borzak 
Robert A Borzak (Jan) 
Matthew Brech (Apr) 
Winnie Breier  (Sep) 
Ann Cassidy (Jan) 
Jim Clare (May) 
Bob Coller (Mar) 
Dennis Foster (Apr) 
Alan Fralick, Sr (Mar) 
Janet Fralick  
Marci Frasso 
Clay Garner (Mar) 
Al Ignatonis (Jul) 

Francisca Santos 

Dahlen  
In mid-July, Francisca San-
to Dahlen passed away in 
her sleep. Please keep her 
in your prayers! 
 
Come to meet her, Angels 
of the Lord! Receive her 
soul and present her to 
God the Most High. May 
Christ, who called you, 
take you to himself; may 
Angels lead you to Abra-
ham's side. Give her eter-
nal rest, O Lord, and may 
your light shine on her 
forever.  

James Borzak 
I had my heart catheterization. 
Good news no blockage was 
found. The doctors drained 
more than a liter of fluid from 
my pleural area. The bad news 
is that the doctors said I have 
congestive heart failure. I ap-
preciate your prayers as I con-
tinue healing. 

 
   - James Borzak EdD PGK  

Ron Michalis 
From Dee Michelis (wife 
of SK Ron): 

“Ron's in the hospital 
again. He fell again at 
home due to results of 
aggressive Chemo for his 
lymphoma and wiped out 
his good blood cells as 
well as bad. So, he's hav-
ing blood transfusions! 
He could use prayers. He 
can't receive visitors now 
but prayers are welcome. 
Many thanks, Dee 
 
Please keep Ron in your 
prayers 
ViVat Jesu 
Dan Jozwiak (PGK)  

http://uknight.org/CouncilSite/prayers.asp?CNO=12942
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Deceased Knights from St. Brendan's KofC Council 12942 as of  November 19, 2018 in 
order of death: 
 
Brother Knight     Widow 
Warren Turner 
Myron Shultes 
Jonathan Lindsey 
Kenneth Williams 
Gary Colangelo 
Al Kabo      Linda Kabo 
Ken Snellings     Barbara Snellings 
Larry Bergmann     Sally Bergmann 
Kim Martiny     Lynn Martiny 
Joe Pierre 
Bill Wood 
Gene Sock      
Bill O'Shaugnessy    Kathleen O'Shaugnessy 
Frank Ciszek (Dec 2016)    Fran Ciszek 
Michael Kelly (Apr 2015)   Marie Kelly  
James Moran (Nov 2016)   Constance Moran 
Rick Beelen (Jan 2017)    Maria Beelen 
Robert Tyler (Oct 2018)    Elaine Tyler 
Hugh Francis “Bud” Fitzpatrick (Feb 2019) Julia Fitzpatrick  
Dale Gracyalny (Oct 2019)   Jane Gracyalny 
Ted Borzak (Nov 2019) 
Vin O’Reilly (Dec 2019)    JoLynne O’Reilly 
Kenneth Douglass (May 2020) 
Frank Janik (Jun 2020)    Joan Janik 
Deacon James Stone (Sept 2020)  Beverly Stone 
Tom Carriere (May 2021)   Joan Carriere 
Stephen Yaeger (May 2021)   Donna Yaeger 
Paul Duquette (July 2021)   Joanne Duquette 
Robert Coleman (September 2021)  Natalie Coleman 
Bob Morris (February 2022)    Monica Morris  
Frank A Cirillo (April 2022)   Maureen Cirillo 

A Mass Card is an Excellent Remembrance 
 

On occasion when one of our Brother Knights or his spouse has passed on, our Council 
would like to send a Mass card in remembrance. In order to do this, I need the following 

information. 
 

 Name of deceased Knight or deceased spouse 
 Your Name, Address, Phone number, E-mail address 

Let us Remember our Deceased Knights 
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Happy Birthday Brother Knights 

Knight of the Month 

Geary Beaulieu 

Lecturer
“
hidden wisdom of a people.  May the elderly who have a special sensitivity for care, for 
reflection, and affection, become teachers of tenderness so that their experience and 
wisdom may help young people to look towards the future with hope and responsibil-
ity
 
   

Family of the Month 

Celia and Luis Galarza 
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Margeson High Pressure Cleaning and 
Home Repair Services Inc. 

Serving Forsyth County and North Fulton County 
Owner: Tim Margeson 

Cell: 770-616-2829 
Email: tmarges1@outlook.com 
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If you wish to display a free ad in the Knights Navigator, contact Ron Romaniello, 

Editor, at ronromaniello@bellsouth.net 

The partner you need, for the care 
they deserve.  Contact Gregory 
Santini for no cost, no obligation 
advise on memory care, assisted 
living, and other senior re-
sources.  We are here if and when 
the need arises.  Don’t put your 
personal information online for 
pricing and availability.  We are 
your senior living care ex-
perts.  Call today 678-965-3459. 

mailto:tmarges1@outlook.com
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Men’s Prayer Group – Fridays (In-person and Zoom Participation) 

(7:00-8:00 AM Faith Formation Center Sun Room) 
 

All interested in sharing their faith and trying to more deeply understand God working in their life 
are welcome.  Great fellowship.  Only obligation is to Christ. 

Contact: Chuck Mayville -  wcmayville@yahoo.com  

Awaken the “Hero Inside Men”  
 

DIG starts with a great meal followed by an engaging and entertaining media presentation. Join the discus-
sion on important issues that influence your daily lives.  Get control of the Culture (in your home and be-
yond). 
   Try it…you will like it….   Satisfaction Guaranteed!   
 
4th Tuesdays: 5/24; 6/28   
Contact: Don Conklin dconklin@stbrendansatl.com  for details 

That Man Is YOU! 

“That Man is You” honestly addresses the pressures and temptations that men face in our modern 
culture, especially those relating to their roles as husbands and fathers.  The program harmonizes 
current social and medical science with the teachings of the Church and the wisdom of the saints 
to develop the vision of man fully alive. Who is ready for a transformation? Come to as many of 
the 26 sessions as you can!  
Starting again Saturdays 7:00-8:30 AM Jan 16- April Faith Formation Center   
Contact:  Don Conklin dconklin@stbrendansatl.com  

St. Michael’s Charismatic Prayer Ministry 

ADORATION  AND INTECESSION VIGIL                                                           
Every 3rd  Friday of the Month  8:00pm – 9:30pm 

8:00 pm: Holy Rosary; 8:30pm Praise and Worship, Talk by a priest; 9:30pm  Benediction 

Organized by Anointing Fire Catholic Ministry 

For more details contact Don Conklin at 214-563-0634 or email afcmatlanta@gmail.com  
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Faith Formation 

Contact Don at DConklin@stbrendansatl.com or at 214-563-0634 for more information on 
all of our offerings 

Adoration 
For Vocations 
Holy Hour 

Adoration For Vocations Holy Hour will meet 3rd Wednesdays of the month  
5:45p- 6:45p PM in the Church. 

The Better Part Small Groups  

Sundays 10 am until 10:50  Conference room 

mailto:wcmayville@yahoo.com
file://///STB2012R2DC/dconklin$/Documents/St.%20Brendan's/Adult%20ff/dconklin@stbrendansatl.com%20%20%20
mailto:dconklin@stbrendansatl.com
mailto:afcmatlanta@gmail.com
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Women’s Mini-Retreat Series 
This monthly retreat series, "Meditation Mass and Discussion" is for all women - parishioners and friends. 
Beginning with a meditation at 7:30 am in the Church followed by Mass at 8:30 and breakfast with a sec-
ond talk and discussion.  
The retreat ends at 10:30 a.m. Confession is available.   Sponsored by Regnum Christi-The dates are Satur-
day mornings-5/14, 6/11 
For more info. Contact Kathleen Conklin Kathleen@k4j.org  

Contact Don at DConklin@stbrendansatl.com or at 214-563-0634 for more information on 
all of our offerings 

RCIA- Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

This program is designed for adults who wish to enter the Catholic Church for the first time or 

who need to complete the sacrament of confirmation.  It is also a great way to refresh and 

boost your faith-- no matter how long you have been Catholic!  You may also want to serve as a 

sponsor to one of our incoming Catholics. 

Inquiry sessions on Sunday 8-21 and 8-28 at 9:15  

RCIA- Sundays 8:30-10:45 am  

September 11- Easter Vigil + 4 weeks 

Location: Social Hall and others; Contact: Don Conklin – dconklin@stbrendansatl.com  

St. Brendan's Respect Life Ministry  
This ministry focuses on education regarding all the Catholic teaching on issues relating to life 
and respect for the human person. We are looking for solutions for a secular society that has 
lost its way.  
Meetings on the third Wednesdays at 9:30 am and  7pm in the Youth room  
Contact Elizabeth Garcia  
respectlife@stbrendansatl.com 
 
God bless, 
 
Don Conklin 
Director of Adult Faith formation 
214-563-0634 (cell) 

Women’s Evenings-(LIFT!) Living In Faith Together 

Gather with the women of St. Brendan's and guests for a good meal (that you don't cook), 
an uplifting talk and some great discussion on relevant topics of faith for women today in a 
relaxing setting.   
This will be an opportunity to build friendships, engage with others while sharing your faith 
and leave with a nugget of truth that may challenge you and provide a real faith-LIFT! 6:00 
Optional Mass 
Tuesday, May 17- 
6:30 -8:30 PM    Social Hall 
Contact: Bridget Margeson for more dates and info.  liftstbrendans@earthlink.net  
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Faith Formation 

mailto:Kathleen@k4j.org
mailto:dconklin@stbrendansatl.com
mailto:respectlife@stbrendansatl.com
mailto:liftstbrendans@earthlink.net
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Contact Don at DConklin@stbrendansatl.com or at 214-563-0634 for more information on 
all of our offerings 

Apologetics Through mini retreats 

Men and Women- Always be prepared to give a reason for the hope that you have: Join others 
with a desire to build their knowledge of our Catholic Faith with mini retreats by Fr. John 
Bartunek. The discussion is outstanding.  
Saturdays 9:15-10:30 am  this summer -June- August 
Fireside Room 
Contact Don Conklin 214-563-0634 

DConklin@stbrendansatl.com  
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Faith Formation 

The Better Part by Father John Bartunek  

Between Masses Sundays 10:05 AM – 10:55. Shroud Conference room June- August 
For information  
Contact : Don Conklin - dconklin@stbrendansatl.com  214-563-0634 

    Men’s Evening Retreat 
2nd  Thursdays 8/11 6:00 pm 
     Open to all men 
Mass, Dinner, Fellowship, 
      Reflection & Prayer 
     Confessions available.  
Contact Don Conklin dconklin@stbrendansatl.com for more info. 

mailto:DConklin@stbrendansatl.com
mailto:dconklin@stbrendansatl.com

